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Helpful Hints for Supporting Inter-professional Working and Learning on Placement
Inter-professional Working (IPW) – Opportunities for students to work alongside/with other professionals 
Inter-professional Learning (IPL) – Opportunities to learn with students from other professional groups working within the same setting or across different settings
The following hints are intended to support practice placement educators to have a greater awareness of opportunities available to students for inter-professional working (IPW) and inter-professional learning (IPL) on clinical placement. There is evidence that more effective teamwork amongst health professionals improves patient outcomes (Francis, 2013). Equipping students to understand and participate in teams is therefore a key priority for student training (HCPC Standards of Proficiency). The NHS recognises that IPL and IPW opportunities are important in meeting this objective.
The hints and suggested placement activities were generated by practice placement educators during the advanced inter-professional learning and working workshop in April 2014. Appendix (i) contains a list of suggested IPW and IPL activities for use on placement.
During the workshop, it was clear that clinicians in some settings are an integral part of a team, whilst others are part of a more disparate team. In each case, it was agreed that an understanding of who the team is and each professional’s role within a team is equally important and that opportunities for IPW and IPL should be considered across both. 

Prior to placement
· Consider including specific reference to inter-professional working and learning in placement induction pack (e.g. SLT in the wider context; members of the MDT; opportunities available)
· Consider opportunities for IPL in the workplace (i.e. student working with student(s) from other professional groups)
· Consider: Will there be students form other professional groups on placement at the same time?
· Who organises and oversees the other student placements within the team? 
· Is there scope for formalising organisation of placements across professions       within your setting? A team approach? 
· Consider setting time aside for student to engage in IPW/IPL activities within student’s timetable 
During Placement
· Encourage the student to seek and identify opportunities for IPW/IPL
· Set aims for students/ask students to identify aims within each opportunity 
· Encourage students to record IPW/IPL experiences within ePortfolio (IPL Blog)
· Emphasise the importance of IPW and IPL through specific reflection (verbal and written using IPL Blog), discussion within My Cases, verbal case discussion with CE
· Encourage the student to relate learning to the wider course (eg. previous modules, experience of group work, peer learning)
Reference
Francis, R. (2013). Report of the Mid Staffordshire NHS Foundation Trust Public Inquiry: executive summary. London: Stationery Office, February 6th 2013.


Appendix (i)
	Suggested IPW Activities

	Involve students in MDT groups (e.g. journal club)

	Arrange informal contact with other students (e.g. at lunchtime)

	Encourage the student to research the role of professionals working within a specific context

	Arrange for the student to shadow professionals within the team to provide:
· an awareness of the professional’s role – their role overall and their role within a specific case
· an insight into the wider team
· a holistic view of the client

	Support students to contribute to MDT meetings/discussions; clinical meetings and service meetings

	Provide opportunities for students to provide feedback to other [professionals and/or request feedback from other professionals (consider role play if limited opportunity)

	Plan for students to contribute to staff training (e.g. present a case)

	Support students to reflect on inter professional experiences using the reflective model of supervision framework

	
Suggested IPL Activities

	Students to be given a novel case and, using case history information, identify members of the MDT likely to be involved in client’s care (may also include identification of onward referral need and to whom).

	Identify a shared case for students to work with (current case or fictional case) 

	Set a group project (e.g. on wards, within daycentre)

	Students to carry out joint goal-setting, joint sessions 

	Facilitate sharing of knowledge about a client (e.g. inter-professional case discussion group) 

	Joint report writing 
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Helpful Hints for Supporting Inter-professional Working and Learning on Placement; generated by clinicians during the Inter-professional Learning and Working Advanced Clinical Educator Workshop, April 2014.
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